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Minutes of the Soil Stabilisation Task Group Committee
Meeting held at Singleton Birch, Lincolnshire on 16th June 2009
Present:

Alastair McDermid
AM
Beach Soil Stabilisation (Chairman)

David Jones
DJ
Britpave


John Bateman
JB
Independent Stabilising Company


Adam Butress
AB
Scott Wilson


Chris Clear
CC
MPA Cement


Paul Edwards
PE
Lafarge


John Ferguson
JF
Balfour Beatty

Steve Foster
SF
British Lime (Singleton Birch)

Hedley Greaves
HG
Tarmac Buxton Lime & Cement


Denis Higgins
DH
CSMA

Alex Kidd
AK
Highways Agency


Eddie Ronald
ER
CJ Haughey
	
	
	ACTION

	1
	Apologies for absence
Nizar Gazireh, Andy Armstrong, Bryan Magee, Lindon Sear

	

	2
	Minutes of previous meeting
The minutes of the last meeting were agreed as correct.

	

	3
	Matters arising from previous minutes, not covered elsewhere
Agenda - item “Recycling of Existing Pavements” to be replaced by “Stabilised Wastes”.
There will be an ad hoc group formed to draft a guidance document on “Testing Specifications for Stabilisation Work”.  The document will comprise a best practice guide with a series of cut and paste sections for specifiers to incorporate into their own documents.  This is to address the issue of generic testing specifications used by specifiers which may not be appropriate to the work to be undertaken.  The group will comprise Alastair McDermid, Eddie Ronald, Alex Burrows.  Suggestion that Craig Notman and John Kennedy be invited to participate.

Educational Initiative - An education web page is to be created.  Bryan Magee is to liaise with colleges / universities to determine appropriate content.

	DJ/Britpave
AM

BM

	4
	Health & Safety
The members had no incidents to report.
It was reiterated that as a minimum requirement during powder discharge, goggles, face mask, gloves and overalls plus other site mandatory PPE should be worn.  A reasonable exclusion zone should be established inside which the above PPE must be worn.  It was also highlighted that whilst on site, the site owner’s safety requirements must be followed as an absolute minimum.
SF to circulate version 3 of the powder discharge procedures, which will then be made into a guidance document and a pocket guide.


	SF

	5
	Membership
The committee discussed how to increase involvement from members, especially contractor members.  It was suggested that the group needs to be working on interesting and cutting edge topics and to have involvement from key stakeholders in order to promote attendance.

Examples given were the opportunity to feed back into the revision of IAN 73/06 as well as updates and involvement on European Standards and Regulations where possible.  Work on increasing quality within the industry and new developments could also help.
The date, time and location of the next SSTG meeting will be put on to the home page of the website.

New members: C J Haughey Construction.
It was recorded that Geofirma have left Britpave. 
	Britpave



	6
	Guidelines for Best Practice sign off
The group held a discussion about the best way to proceed on this and the following was agreed:
The Guidelines for Best Practice document will be circulated to all members with a request for feedback by Friday 3rd July.  There will be a meeting at Britpave offices at 2pm on 23 July to consider submissions and revise the document.
DJ will then circulate the revised Guidelines, together with a statement for members to sign in order to confirm that they work to the Guidelines and they will allow customers to audit against them.

At the next meeting, those who sign and return the statement will be identified on the website.  This will then be sent out as a press release and publicised on the website.
Other accreditations will be left to the individual companies to publicise.  Britpave SSTG wishes to focus on the Guidelines as a way to promote best practice and quality of work within the industry.


	ALL

DJ

	7
	Subgroup Reports
7.1 Promotions Committee - SF Chairman
Website : www.soilstabilisation.org.uk    
SF resignation not accepted, so he remains Committee chairman.
The main focus of the Promotions Committee is the website.  A number of amendments and updates are planned.  A further call for case studies and stabilisation pictures was made

Stabilisation animation to be completed.

Publications none in the short term.  Sustainability document to be produced.

Seminars none planned.

SF highlighted John Kennedy’s excellent hydraulically bound mixtures website, which contains a lot of valuable information on the subject.

www.hydraulicallyboundmixtures.info

7.2 Remediation & Contamination Committee - CC Chairman

CC gave the following update:
HMRC ‘Modernising landfill tax legislation’ 

April 2009, Consultation response by 24 July 2009

It appears that HMRC will remove the following materials from the list of those exempt from landfill tax.

daily cover;

temporary haul roads;

temporary hard standing;

cell bunds - not part of the engineering structure;

temporary screening bunds; and

temporary storage of ashes (including pulverised fuel ash and furnace bottom ash). 

Although a consultation I understand this is likely to come into legislation by September 2009.  This should encourage in-situ stabilisation of soils.

Environment Agency  ‘Standard Rules Consultation No. 3.’

5 June 2009, Consultation response by 28 August 2009

The gist of these standard rules is to replace the various exemptions with a degree of regulatory control appropriate to the risk to the environment.  An advantage of standard permits is that site specific risk assessments are not necessary as they will be covered by generic risk assessments.  A disadvantage is that there is a requirement that ‘The operator shall comply with the requirements of an approved operator scheme’

EA & SEPA

It appears the EA will allow mobile plant WMLs issued by SEPA to continue to operate in England and Wales until 1 April 2010.

SEPA have announced that from 31st August 2009 all WML mobile plant activities must be carried out under the terms of the Scottish Waste management Licence, and that EA permits will not be accepted in Scotland 

Chris A Clear

15 June 2009
7.3 Technical R&D (including HA update) Committee - DH Chairman
HA update – AK highlighted the following:

BS 6031 Code of practice for Earthworks is out for public comment.  It was agreed that a copy of BS 6031 would be circulated for members comments.  All comments should be made to BSI by 31 July through the mechanism identified on the first page of the draft standard.
TC396 Earthworks First meeting in September 2009.  AK and Peter Gilbert of Atkins are the UK delegates.  The committee will aim to draft a European Standard for Earthworks.  Britpave members will be able to feed into the process via the BSI shadow committee, once formed.  AK will keep the SSTG updated.
HA IAN 73/06 revision 1 now available from the HA.  AK offered to present the document to a future SSTG meeting.

HA Series 800 Earthworks to be revised.  AK will keep the SSTG updated.

EN459-1 Building Lime currently under revision.  Probable implementation mid 2010.  The new version of the standard covers soil stabilisation.  SF to keep the SSTG updated.

PE commented that Loughborough University are running a series of training days on the use of the Lightweight Deflectometer.  Next date is 9th July and the contact at Loughborough is Paul Fleming.

DH circulated the REACH update (below):

Position Statement regarding Soil Stabilisation 

and potential obligations under REACH 

The REACH [Registration, Evaluation and Authorisation of Chemicals] Regulation

entered into force in June 2007 and is enforced in the UK by the Health and Safety Executive. It requires all substances manufactured in the EU to be registered at the European Chemicals Agency (ECHA).  Soil Stabilisation, with cement/lime/GGGBS/ fly ash, involves chemical reactions, which might be construed as ‘manufacturing’ new substances.

However Annex V of the REACH Regulation exempts certain processes from registration, including: 

“3. Substances which result from a chemical reaction occurring upon end use of other substances, preparations or articles and which are not themselves manufactured, imported or placed on the market.”
The European Commission has issued draft Guidance
, on this exemption, which states

· The end use of a substance ...can result in an intended chemical reaction, i.e. use of an adhesive. However, provided that the reaction products obtained cannot be regarded as having been isolated from a manufacturing process or having been placed on the market, these reaction products are exempted from the registration provisions.

In the opinion of the BRITPAVE Soil Stabilisation Group, Soil-stabilisation is exempt from REACH Registration because:

· Stabilisation with cement/lime/GGBS/ Fly ash is an ‘end-use’ of these substances, which can invoke the Annex V (3) exemption. 

Additionally, the product of soil-stabilisation is normally an ‘article’ (i.e. ‘shape surface and design’ are more important than chemical composition) and REACH registration is not required for ‘articles’.

The advice above is the BRITPAVE Soil Stabilisation Task Group’s interpretation of REACH and is given in good faith but without further liability.  The reader is advised to consult the European Chemicals ECHA web sites: http://echa.europa.eu for further information.

This statement is to be put on to the website under news and in the library technical documents section.  For information on binders and REACH, contact your supplier.
This sub committee will contain relevant European Standard updates as available.
7.4 Stabilised Wastes Committee - NG Chairman
No report received.  No meeting held.

NG has promised an email update.  In the meantime, a number of actions remain from the last meeting:

The focus for this group is the re-use of stockpiles of contaminated waste.  A list of potential waste stockpiles within the UK is to be gathered and their suitability for treatment assessed.  
Case study info to be gathered and compiled by NG and John Ferguson.  AMcD suggested that the Stobart Multi Modal site at Runcorn would be a suitable case study and agreed to provide info.

NG to contact Hilary Skinner regarding work done in this area.

HG highlighted the Earth Exchange website - www.earthexchange.com

NG highlighted the Euro Treat website - NG to provide website address

7.5 Health & Safety (Best Practice Safety Guide) 
To be removed as this item is now covered in item 4


	SF

ALL

AK

AK

AK

SF

NG
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NG, JF, AMcD

NG

NG



	8
	Any Other Business

Britpave Seminar on 6 October in Oxford.  

A stabilisation presentation will be included.

	

	9
	Date of next meeting
Next Main committee meeting: 10am on 1st October 2009

Venue to be confirmed (Lafarge Birmingham Cement Office)
Next Promotions committee: 6pm on 30th September 2009

Venue to be confirmed

Guidelines review subgroup: 2pm 23rd July at Britpave office, Camberley

	


� http://ec.europa.eu/environment/chemicals/reach/pdf/com_rev_anx_V_guidance_en.pdf
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